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Wlil CONTEST LAW
Prepared to Rcsist Two

Cent Rate Ordered
by Commission.

TAKE QUESTION
TOSTATECOURT

Company Will Attack Decision
on tho Ground Tliat tlie Cor¬
poration Commission ls Xot

a Valid J'.ody.Other
Roads Likcly to

Join Fight;

IIV W.W.TKH KDWAItll HMCIIIS.
WASIII.VOTON, I). <.. May 2..Tll.'

Southern Rallway will tost in th'- court
th.- .-onstliutlonallty of thn decislon of
tlw Vlrglnia Corporatlon Commlsslon,
requlrlng tlu- Southern, thi- Chesapeake
an<i Ohlo, tlir- Norfolk anU VVbstoril,
the Benbonrd Alr I.lne, tlio New York.
I'hlliniili hiiL nnd Norfolk, and thn
Itichinond, Frederlcksburg und i'oto-
mac tn chnrK-e only two conts a rnlln
fnr paasongor transportation,
The announeement that tlie Southern

win tnkc tho mattor tn tho courts is
not offlclally made, but tho Informa¬
tion Is correct lt ls understood that
tho decislon of tho commission will
be attacked on thc ground chlofly,
tlmt the Virginia Corporatlon Com'mlB-
aion ls r.ot a valid body, In that whti'J
it ls ostonslbly a court. Uh dutles ar?

legislatlve and oxecutlvo, as woll aa

JudlcIaL Tho fact that thc commis¬
sion can prnpose a rate, can pass upmi
the reasonaUleness of tho rate, havlng
hearings as prollmlnary thereto, nml
can then promulgate nnd conipel tli.*
cbarglng of tho rato thus fixed, wlli
bo rellcd upon to establlsh tho con-
t> ntlori that thc legislatlve, judlclal
und executive fiinctlnns of governmont
nrn mlxed up, mlnglcd, eonfused and
'Jumbled In a manner thoroughly ro-

pugnant to tho Constltutlon.
It Is believed tbe questlon will llrst

b>- takon to tbe .Stato court for ad-
judlcatlon, wlth a view on tho part
or tbe railroad, at least, of carrying the
case to tbe Supreme Court ot the
L'nited States.
Whether tho other roads in Virglni.'.

affected by tho decislon of the commis-
nion will take the case to the courts
ls not known, but It ls pr-jsumcil thoy
will unite. in making common cause

ugalm-t tbe order. as they have stood

togothor heretofore ln realetlng effort!*
i.r the Leglalature to compel » twn-

c«.-nt rato, and dld succeed ln having
the State courts declarn tho two-e*nt
rate blll enacted by the Leglslature un-

conslitiitlor.a!.
A Southern Railway man said to-day

that he dld not credlt thc story in
c irculatlon to tho effect that several
of tho railroads of Vlrglnia had de¬

cided to accept tho two-cont law, ac-

tually going to tho length of havlng
tho 500-mlIo two-cent books printed.
nnd then determined to contest tho

law He had never heard thc story
und' dld not belleve lt true.

STEVENS NOT
READY TO TALK

JPresident of C. and 0. Says Road

Has Not Formulatcd Its

Policy in thc .Matter.
Tho Indlcations aro that the leadlng

railroads of Virginia will appeal from
the order of. the Stato Corporatlon
Corvmtsslon promulgatlng a flat rato
of two cents per mile, eftectivo July
lst. While no offlclal announeement
from the executivo or leRal dopart-
ntents of the roads affected has yet
been mado, it ls reported tbat tlio
Southern and tho Seaboard Alr I.lne
will contest the matter ln the courts,
and in that ovent it is not improbablo
that the Chesapeake and Ohlo and pos¬
sibly tho-Nortolk and Western will
awalt the result of such an appeal.

President Georgo XV, Stevons, of the
Chesapeake nnd Ohlo Rallroad, was

asked yesterday whether that com¬

pnny had yet formulated its policy ln
this matter. Ho was ongaged in read¬
lng the order of the commission when
tho press reprosentatlve entered. In
reply to a riuestion ho stated that he
liad just returned to tho city, aml had
not conferred wlth Mr. Wickham, tho
sollcitor for tho company, and tliat
he was not prepared to mnko any
announeement at thls tlmo. He stated
that lt would probably bo ten days
boforo anything posltlve could bo
ntsted. Mr. Stevons added slgnlficahtly
that thero was plenty of tlmo bofore
tho order becamo offecttve, and that lt
mlght bo just as woll.to wait and see
what tho othor roads aro going to
<jo-
Meanwhlle the publlc will awalt wlth

Intenso interest tho decision of tho
rallway companies in thls matter.
Thoro Is an almost unlversaj doniand
for tho lower rato, and tho promulgn-
tlon of tho ordor was received with
#xpresslons of apprpyal hy tho peoplo
yeriSrally, Tho commlsslon's order goes
fi^thor than thn Cluirchman blll, whlch
fnorely required tho sale of mllenge
books, whoreas tho ordor just Issued
»pplles to tlckets for ovon short dls-
tancos,

DROPPED DEAD WHEN
HUSBAND WAS ARRESTED

PHIIJADELPHIA, PA., May 2..
Frlghtenod by a pollcoman nntering her
home- to arrost hor husband. Mrs. joso-
phlno lless, agod foi'ty-slx yoars, drop-
ped dead to-day. Anthony lless, theJiusband, ran ovor a boy wlth a wagonH«aturday. Tho child wns taken to n

"»ospltal, and his condition growlng
worse, thn polico decided to arrest the
Pilrtvor Aa tho womnn saw tho pnlice-

in coming Into tho houso slio fell to
3 floor unconsclous, Tho policemnned to rovivo her, but sho was dead.
e liusband's arrost bas beon deforred.

¦

Guilty of Dynamiting.
WILKKSBARltE. PA., May 2..Joo

Chunowsky, who was on trial hero
Chnrgod with dytiamlting tho Welsh
Congregational Church nt Edwardsvlllo,
near horo, two years ago, was thls af¬
ternoon found guilty. Ho will bu aen-
.teuvftli Sikturday, v

ROOSEVELT PRAISES
NAME OF MCCLELLAN

ECttJESTTlIAN STATUE OT GEN. erjp*f>. B. Mcri.E-IVA*-.
Invflled nt Wnahlngton ¦yesterday by thi** veteran* of the Army of the

Potomnc.

Pays Fine Tributc to Sol¬
dier as the Equestrian
Statue is Unveiled.

WIDOW AND SON
GUESTS OF ARMY

Address on War and Pcacc by
thc President in Which Hc
Refers to Lee and Stonc-
vvall Jackson,. as Heroe_
Along; with McClellan

and the Rest.

WASHINGTON, May 2..Wlth appro-
prlato tlvlc and mllltary ceremonlos
and ln the presence of a dintlngulshod
audience, tho herolc equestrian stutu.i
lr. bronze of Major-General George B.
McClellan, erected under tho auspiccs
of the Army of tho Potomac, was un¬
veiled hero to-day. Prt;sldent Rooso¬
volt made tho principal speech, and
witli General Frederick D. Orant on his
right and Governor Stokes, of New
Jcrsey on his left, revlewed an im-
pnslng mllltary parade of regulars and
milltia. Mrs. McClellan, the genera' »

widow; Mayor George B. McClellan, of
New i'ork, son of the gonoral. nnd Dr.
Georgo McClellan, a nephew. who pull¬
ed the strlng relenslng the llags In
which the statue was envclopcd, oc¬

cupied sents on tho Presi.lonfs stand.
Tho dlplomatic corps, tho army and
navy and civU mllltary wero largely
represented.

Brigudler-General Henry C. DwiglU.
United States Volunteers,' tho presi¬
dent of the Society of the Army of the
Potomac. presided.

Tlie President dellvered a typlcal
speech, ln whlcli he touched upon a va¬

riety of subjo'-ts. Includlng war, peaco.
natlonal pride, tho family and thc
qualities tliat make for brolherhoo-i
and fratornity. After extonding a greet-
ing on behalf of tho nation to Mrs.
McClellan and others, the President
sald:

The President's Speech.
"To General McClellan was given

command in somo of tho linrdesl-fough*;
battles and most important eampnigns
in tho grent war of thls hemlsphero,
so that his name will be forevcr llnk-
ed with tho mlghty memorios that
arlse when wo speak of Antietiini am'
South Mountain, Falr Oaks and Mal-
vern, so tbat we never can speak of
tho great Army of the Potomac with¬
out having rlse before us the flgure
of General McClellnn, tlio inan wlio

organlzed ivnd llrst le.l lt. Ihero was

also glven to hlm tho pecullar gllt,
ono that is possessod by but very
few mcn, to conibine tho qualities that
won hlm the ehthuslastic lovo and ad¬
mlratlon of the soldlers who fought
witli him and under hlm, and the
qualities that in clvll lifo endeared
him pecullarly to all who came in con-

tact wlth him.
One Country To-Day.

"Wo have becomo accustomod to ac¬

cepting as a matter of courso certaln
thlngs which would bo well-nigh im¬
possible in any country save ours; sc

tliat it seoius most natural that thc
President of tho United Statos whar
ho drives down to tako part in a celo-
nration liko this should havo as hh
personal aldos both tho sons oi; tho me'
wlio woro tho bluo nnd tho sons o)
tho men who woro the gray.

*'As Americans, whon wo glnry ii
what was dono under Grant,' Sberman
Ih'omns, Sheridnn, McClollan, Fnrragut
wo can no' loss glory ln the valor am

tho devotion to duty. as lt was glvoi
to tliem to soo tho duty, of tho moi

who fought undor Boo and Stonowal
Jackson and tho Johnstons nnd Stuar
,uui Morgan.

The Peace to Seek.
"Wo havo llstonod rocently to r

great deal of talk about peaco. lt 1
tho duty of all of us to strlvo fo

peaco, provided that it comes on th
rlght terms. I bollovo that tho mni

who really doos tho bost work foij th
Stato ln peaco Ih tho vory mnn wh>
at need, wlll ilo woll in wnr. If poac

v,. IConUnuea on Socona Fnso.},

1-1CJBL DEPART
Leave Hempstead Hurrie'dly anc

Astound the Congre¬
gation.

INSANITY PLEA PUT FORTH

.Miss Florctta Whaley and Rev
Knode Cooke Supposed to

Have Elopcd.

NEW VORK, May 2..Members o:

tho fashlonable St. Georgf's Episcopa
Church. at Hompstead, E. I., were as

tonished to-day when they learned tha
their pastor, Rev. Knndo Cooko, ha<
deparled from llempstead, and tha*
Miss Floretta Whaley nlso had lef
h.*r homo and had wrltten lettcrs say
Ing she would not roturn. Rev. Mr
Cooke Is married to Matilda, dnughte:
of R. A. Clarke, of Ilartford, Conn.

Bishop Burgess, of the Blocese o

I.ong lsland. says that Immediate ac
tion wlll be taken by the vestry of St
Georgn's Church _- fill the vacanc;
caused by tho depnrture of Mr. Cooke
"The vestry Is ovorwhelmed by th

unespocted calamlty," said Rishop Bur
gesfi. "and ls at a loss to acrount for ll
It is Incllned to tho hellef that Di
Cooke eannot be of sound mind.
"He obtained a leavo of absencc

year ago, and wont to Europe to re
iuperate: but hls condition slnce hl
return has been poor. The church an.
its property aro jn tho best of con
ditlon."

Girl Loved the Rector.
Accordlng to storles whlcli were ctr

culated freoly In Hompstead to-daj
the Infatuatlon of tho minister fo
Miss Whaley has been apparent fo
some tlmo. and was the direct caus
ot Jlrs. Cooke leaving for her fathor'
home.

It is said that tho young woman'
giandmother, wlth whorh she mnde he
home, became aware of tho Infntuatio
some timo ago, nnd asked thc mlnlstc
to censo his visits to her homo. Mis
Whaley loft her homo sovoral day
ago, snylng she lntended to vis
friends In thls clty. A llttlo lnter th
grandmother received a letter, Bayin
thnt when it wns received "they
would he ont of the country.

Mr. Cooke Was Popular.
Mr. Cooko was popular during h:

pnstornte in Hompstead, nnjl nlso w.i
very successful ln a financial wa;
In tho five years slnco ho camo i
Bong lsland from Graco Church, Ba
timoro, whoro he hnd beon ns a curat
ho had raisod nearly ?100,noo ln h
pnrlsh. Witli this money he built
pnrlsh-liouso, mndo oxtenslvo lmprovi
ments ln tho church oclltlce, and hn
hogun improvomonts on tho Sunduj
sclinol building. He. ls a man of pleai
Ing presence nnd a good tulker.
Mlss Whaley, tho missing youn

woman, has n fortuno said to nmoui
to $125.00(1, which camo to her at lu
father's death.

DURHAM HOTEL
A TOTAL LOS!

The Carrolina Destroyed hy Fii
and Guests Have Narrow

Escape.
RABRIGIT, N. C, May 2..Firo t

nlght destroyed tho Hotol Carrolina
Durham, u four-story structuro locat
in tlm eontro of tho city, entalllng
loss of $125,000, fully covered by I
Kiuanco. Thoro wero fifty or sovent
five guests, all of whom oscaped wlt
out Ihjiiry. .Somu of them cscaped
tholr nlght clothes, losing all of tlu
.i,OgSvSSi.Q,US,

s
LETTER GIVEN OUT

Counsel Says She Never
Expressed Amazemcnt

at Father's Act.

STATEMENT FROM
JUDGE'S LAWYER

Mr. Aubrcy E. Stfptle Dcclarcs
No Such Infercncc as Tclc-

graphed from Charlottcsville
Can P.c Drawn from Girl's

Letter to Sympathizing
Friend.

fSpeclal to Tho Tlmcs-Dispatch.]
LYNCHBL'ItG, VA.. May -'..-Mr. Au-

brey K. Strodo. counsel for .ludgo W.
(i. Lovlng. who shot and killed Theo¬
dore Estes, says Miss Ellzabeth Lov¬
ing dld not wrlto tho letter exonprat-
ing Kstos from mlstreatwent of her.
Tolegrams sent out from CharlottoB-

vtlle Rtatod that Miss fcoyjng bad wrlt¬
ten to a friend thoro oxpressing amazo-

ment at her fnther's action.
Mr. Strodo, ln a formal statement

glvon out tlils evening, says:
"In iiccordnnce witli whnt they

conceived to lie the prnprletlcs of
their Nltuntlon, Judge nnd Mlms
l.nvliii; liuve reinnlncd ln Kecluslou
slnce tho occurrence ot lhe un-

fortunnte uffiilr, nad, n* counsel, I
hnve observed my tinlform rule of
HiiylnK nothing for publlcatlon
nbout such cases In whlch niy pro¬
fessional servlces hnve been re¬

tained.
"It would hnve Tjeen much pre¬

ferred that nothlnsr should hnve
ninile It ueecKxnry to break thnt
sllcnce untll the opportunity onuie
tn hnve nll the fnctn on both Vldcs
prescnted ln nn orderly fashlon in
court, where Justice mny be done
ull concerneil.
"Thc piihllcntinn bronilcsst. how¬

ever, doubtless wlthout ulterlor nio-

llvc nnd wlthout evll ilenltsn, of
muny mlslendlng, prcjiidlelnl anil
untrue reports nbout thls ense, cul-
iiiliiiitlnu thls week ln the dfcpntoh
under n Charlottesvllle headllne,
compcl* thls stntoment. MInu Lov¬
lng hns wrltten no snch letter. The
letter upon whleh thnt dlnpntch
Ih bnsed Is given out in full, nnd
n slmple readlng ot It wlli demon-
stratc how entlrely unfeunded w-rc

the inferences <Iru"n fruni It. It fri
not tln- purpose of the defense to
nppenr ngnin In prlnt in any con¬

nectlon. nnd thls nppenrnnce is
innde only to polnt out nnd llrus-
trnte whnt iniusttce may bc done
by newspaper reports, nad thnt lt
in only fnlr tbat Judgment should
be siiMpendeil untll the full pre-
sentntlon of thc cn'se ln court,
when Judge I.oving feels thnt hls
course will be Justlfled."

Miss Loving's Letter.
Miss Loving's letter. wrltten- cvl-

dently under great strain, is as fol¬
lows:

"Thank you, Loulse; thank you
more than I can tell you, for wrlt¬
lng. The different papers havo
publlshed so many different thlngs
that I have to hold my heart tlght
to think what really did happen.
Oh, Loulso, 1 am so mlserablo. It
seems thnt my llfo ls ona dark
blank. I am trying to stand It for
father's sake. for you know it will
nll nearly rest on mo. God nnd
the truth can alone help me. Oh,
Loulse, will you pray for mo? Wlli
you get down on your knees and
ask God to help us? At tlmes I
thlnk I can't stand It That It
can't be true. I wish I could seo
you; you would bo such n comfort
to me;-but I am bellovlng thnt
your hoat't ls wlth me, anyway.
My brave, bravo little mother ls
boarlng up wonderfully: thero
never wns another such womnn on
earth as she is.

"Letters nnd telegrams havo been
coming for threo days, and they
aro such comforts. It's such a
comfort to know that ln thls. tho
darkest timo of our llves, there
aro friends who aro true, and who
will stand by us through the trou¬
ble. But, oh, Loulso, just thlnk of
lt; just think of It.- has
been hero sinco the llrst, you know,
and I don't see how wo could have
stood it without her. Then -.-
is here to manngc everything. Ho
is a comfort beyond words.
"We are so thankful he is out

on ball; and now. if wo can Just
get hls nerves strnlghtened out.
I hadn't seon hlm untll yesterday;
he camo up here nnd put hls poor,
woak arms around mo and told ine
to bo brave. Oh. Loulse, isn't it
awful? Sometlmes when I feel I
can, I wlil write you more. If it's
not too much troublo, will you'
wrlto mo oecasionally? lt will
help mo so much to know you nro
praying for me and thlnking about
us. Oh, Loulso. Loulse, thlnk of
lt; think of It.

"ELIZARETH."
"Thursday."

DR. HAWTIIORNETC
DEDICATE CHURCF

Richmond Minister to Preac
Consecration Sernion ot New¬

port News Edifice.
Uqv. J, R. Hawthorne, d. D., pastt

of Grovo Avonuo Baptlst Church,
thls city, luis accepted an Invitation
dedlciuo the new Flrst Raptist Churt
of Newport News, Va.. on Sunrtav mon
ing, May 12th. Dr. llawthorno will cli
lher a spoclal sermon ou thls occnsln

Dr. Hnwthorne has also beon Invltt
to make an nddress at tho openlngthe Southern Raptist I'onvontion tn th
clty on May ltitli. Tho hour of th
luUlreSs hns not yet been flxod by 11
oiimmUteo ln chargo of. tho progrui
but tho addross wlli bo doilvorod ln tl
clty Audltorium, and will no doubt a
tract a large ainUenee. Dr. Hav
thorno'a address beforo tho last convei
tlon lu Chattanooga., Tenn.. croivtod
proffuud Juiprqsslon un tho convui

PRETTY MADEUNE
SA YS SHE LOVES HIM

MISS MADEBrXK DKMPSKV.
FrrderlpkubiirjsT (flrl who ivnH iiiInmIiiu livo week*, nml, wlio irneei yenterdny
tocntcd ln Wlncbewter by lier father. Slu- non tnken there hy n mnn wlio

represented liliunclf nn lier ..nnele."

CH1S0LM PLEADS

Mother of Bank Defaulter Goes
on Stand to Save Him

from Prison.

SAYS MIND IS UNBALANCED

Attorney for First National of
Birmingham Tclls of the

Confession.

BIRMINGHAM. AEA., May 2..At the

openlng of t,ho second dny of the trial
of Alexander R. Chlsolm, former pay¬

lng teller of tho First National Rank
of Birmingham. under Indiotment for
emhczzlement of $100,000 from tho

bank, alleged1 to have been lost ln
cotton spcculation, Walker Porcy, a dl¬
rector and attorney for tho hnnk, gavo
the detalls of Chlsolm's confession Au¬
gust 13th'lnst. when he was cnnfronl-
ed by eviclenco of hls shortago. Ho
confessed, tho witness said, nnd told
tho story of his spoculatlons, nslng tim
name of S. M. Webstcr in trading, hav¬
ing said, declared thn witness, that thn
manager for tho brokerage firm had
suggested that ho uso an aasiimocj
name.
Tho government reSted nfter llr.j

Fercy had eoncludnd, and tho defense
began by plnc.ing Mrs. Robort Chlsolin,
mother of the defendant, on the stnnd.
She testifled thnt sho was a great-
Sifat-grnnddaughter of tho lato Chief
Justlco John Rutledge, and that he
became lnsane. during tho lnst yenr of
his llfe; also that" Justice Rutledge
had n grnndson ln Charleston, S. C,
who became mentally unbalanced, and
had a manla for settlng flre to houses.
Slio sald that prlor to August. 1005.
when tho defendnnt had typhold fovcr.
ho had been of a brlght nnd cheerful
naturo, but slnco thnt tlmo hns boon
morose. Slnco hls trial last fnll the
famlly had sent him to tho Stntn ln¬
sane hospital to havo hls mln.l trented.
but wero constantly afraid to allow
him to venturo away frnm home.
I -.-

SENATE WONT
OUST KELSEY

Reiects Governor Htierhes's Re-
commendation hy Majority

of Three Votes.
ALBANY, N. V., M'iVy 2..Tho Stato

Senate to-nlght rejooted Govornor
Hughes's recommondatlon for tho ro¬
moval of Otto Kelsey ns superlntendent
of Insuranco. Tln. voto atood.ayes,
24; ndes, 27,
Tho debato wns not eoneluded untll

alter mldnlght.
Tho Govcrnor's action ln asking Kol-

scy's romoval wns w'arml"" supportod
by a numbor of Senators, nnd as hotty
crlticizod by othors.

All dny and I'vonlng tho ai'guments
contlnued, Minority Leader Grady,
Bomocrat, taklng most of tho evpnln^j
defonding Kelsey,
Party lines wero east nsldo ln tliii

debate, Republlcans belng dlvlded ln
tholr attitude,

-¦¦¦ !
To Hampton Roads.

LOKlFNT. FUAN't'K, May 2..Thc
French armored urulaer victor Hugo
win snll for Hampton Roatln May Oth,
urrlviiiK tlioig py, Muy _uth,

Fifteen-Year-Old Frede¬
ricksburg Girl Thus
Speaksof Dickson.

MERCHANT NOW
UNDER ARRES1"

Ahduction of Young Girl Charge<
hy Her Fathcr, Who Has
Also Entered Civil Suit.
Girl, Found in Winches¬

ter, Being Brought
Home.

[Speclal to Thn Tlnieji-Dlspatrh.]
WINCHESTER, VA., Mny 2.."I love

Mr. Blckson, and 1 know ho love
mo," sald pretty Mndellno Dempsey
tho flftoon-yenr-old daughter of W. L
Dempsey, owner and edltor of tlie Fred
ericksburg (Va) Journal, who dlsap
peared so mysteriously frnm Washing¬
ton on Aprll 20th.
Thls statement was made to a re

porter hero to-nlght, just before sh.
bonrded a train in company wlth he
fathor to return tn her home In Fred
ericksburg. Earller ln tho day Mls
Dempsey was located nt tho board
Ing-liouso of Jlrs. Calmos In thls clt;
by her father, who came from Wash
Ington last nlght, as tho result of tw

letters received by a slster of th

missing girl, purportlng to be froi;
Madellne, to thn effect that sho hae

gone to South Carolina as compnnlo'
to a Mrs. Kleinheum, Theso letter
aro datdd at Wnshington and Wln
chester and, accordlng to Mr. Uempsej
are in a man's luiiielwrlting.
They are, however, slgned "Madge.

Telegrams wero to-day sent to Wash
Ington nn.l Fredericksburg police b
Mr. Dempsey contalning Instruction
to arrest Robort S. Dickson, a marrlo
man forty-fivc years old, and a forine
business as8odato of the girl's fathe

"Uncle" Visits Her.
Mlss Dempsey ciinw to Wlnchest.

on Sfaturday, April 20th, Sho wns m

corivionlecl by a gentleman, now sui
posed to liavo been Robert S. Dicksoi
of Fredericksburg, and who wus n
celvod as tho girl's unclc. Ho mm'
ini]uirlea rogardlrig a boarding lious
an.l snld he wanted tho young lad
placed ln a Ohrlstlnn home, whore sl
would bo suriounded wlth good It
fluonces, whero thero woro no youn
men, aud expressed hls Intentlon t

i-

(Contlnued on Socond Page.)

PRESIDNT TO
REPLY TO UNIOr

Will Explain .More Fully II
Position as to Undcsirable

Citizcns,
WASHINGTON, l>. ''.. May J..Wl

icitii A. t.'oiiklny. .lohn S. llnnry ni

Mnurlce Brown, roprosentatlvoa nf tl
Contral Feaerntod I'nion. of New Yor
had a talk with the President to-df
concornlng h|a letter t,> llopresonti
llve Sherman, cloBcrlblng Messrs. Mo;
er aml Haywood as "undeslrablu cit
SSQUS." WhtlO they d.-clluod to ;¦.:.

anythlng ubout tholr Intetvlew, lt wi

learned tlmt tlie Presiclent wlll wrl
u letter to tlio union, to ho rcud ut l
next meeting.
Tho commlttoo wns nucotniliniod i

Jamea B. Ueynolds, who arrungiHl f.
tliu auei'vic'w. wUU thu PreslUetU,

BRILLIANT ONE
M ustcFcstival of Wednes¬
day Club Auspiciously
BegunWith Oratorio.

FINE RENDITION
OF"THECREATION"

Large and Culturod Audience
Grccts tlie Eminent Artists
Participating in Magnificent
Production of TIaydn's
Masterpiccc: "Samson et
Dclilah" for To-Xight.

TO-DAY'S FEATURES
OF MAY FESTIVAL

Matlnee by Chlldren's Chortta, wlth
Mrs. Williams nnd Mme. Mulford as
sololsts,
To-night.Snlnt-Saens's thrco-act

opera. "Sanlson et Delllah," wlth
Mnn*. Mulford, Mr K. <]o f.iogorza undMr. Walker In tho leading roles.

The fourteenth annual muslc festlvat
of tho Wednesday Club wus Inaugu¬
rated last evenlng wlth thc rendition
of yaydn's great oratorio, "Tho Crea-
tlon," before an audience that not only
taxod the capaclty of tho spacloua
Academy of Muslc, but was thoroughly
representative of the soclnl, Intellectual
and muslcal life of tho clty. It would
he no exaggeratlon to say that it
wns tlie most ausplclous opening nlght
in the history of tho club, and gives
every promise of being tho most suc¬
cessful season the orgnnlzation has
yet experlenced. Fverythlng contrlb¬
uted to make It so. Tho work that
was sung Is ono of tho world's great¬
est oratorios. the artists ongaged hnvo
n natlonal reputatlon, the Roston Fes¬
tival Orchestra ls second to none ot
its clnss, nnd the members of the Wed¬
nesday Club under the able leadershlp
of Dr. Peters, did themselves proud,
and It iv.>iild he Impossible to pralso
too hlghly the finish nnd perfection
of execution of tho ilifncult work they
had undertnken.
"The Creatlon" was tlie Urst and

grentest oratorio tliat llnydn gave to
tlu* worl.l. nnd achtevetr widpspread
fnnu- frnm its tlrst public rendition m
Englnnd. Slnce thnt time^ untll thlrty
years ago it wns second to none, savo
"Tlie Messiah" in pcpulnrity. It lii
noteworthy for its tunoful nrias, itn
slmple and yet dramatlcaliy power¬
ful recltatlves and Its Inspirlng nnd
Joyful chorusos that reach grandciir
and appronch subllmity.
The interpretatlon of oratorio musio

is fnr more trying on n cliorus than
opera, from the reason that thc slngerg
nro tinnlde.l by scenlc offect and nc¬
tlon nnd have to rely solely upon In-
illvldual nnd oomhlned vocal merit,
nideci hy orchestra! effects.
The work of tho Wednesday Club ln

last ntght's performancc showed mark¬
ed Improvement over thnt of lnst sea¬
son, and rellects tho highest credit
upon the able and eftlcicnt dlrector,
who has labored untlrlngly for months.
Ills skllful trnlnlng and the co-opera-
tlon of tho Individual members wei'fl

responstble for a higher degreo of
perfection last evenlng than has yet
been attnlned. Tho chorus showed a

preclslon of attack that wns commen.l-
able, and sung with praiseworthy
vlgor, enthusiasm and feeling.
The artists were selected with espo-

clal vlew to their fltness for orato-
rici slnglng an.l were well recolved,
though all were strangers to Rlch¬
mond nudieneos. Mme. Corinnc Rydor-
Kelsoy dlsplayed a pure soprano o*
great rango und dramatic quality, and
hor clearness of enunclatton, phrasing
and Intohatlon were markocl features
of lier singing. She wns heard to best
advantage in the beautlful tiria, "Witli
Venlure Clnd," and was forced to bow
h.*i- acknowledgmenta several times to
her delighted listeners.

Mr. Henrl Scott ls a bass slnger of
feeling nnd power. and hls work In
the recltatlves of tho second nnd thlrd
parts and in the duets wlth Mme. Rv-
der-Kelsey wns superb. Jlr. Dan Rod-
doe is the possessor of u robust sweet
tenor that lie used wlth flne effect. aud
was falrly entitled to shuro honors
with tho other two artists. He was

at hls best ln the recitativo intro-
ductory to the thlrd part: "ln Rosy
Mantle Appears tlu* Mornlng Young
nnd Fair."
The Boston Festival Orchestra, cotl-

ductecl liy Dr, Peters, furnlshed tho
orchestratlon, which wns aingularly
beautlful niul effectlve, nml it ls doubt-
ful whether thls splendid orgnnizu-
tlon could bo repluced hy nny other
ln th.* hearts of tho raustc-lovers of

Rlchmond. ,

TU-* large aucllonco wns Iavlsh ln
it-* expresslon of appreciatlon of the
work of club nn.l artists, and their
ripplau.se was ilongod an.l heart}.

AUDIENCE WAS
BRILLIANT ONE

Opening Concert Noteworthy as

Social Event of the
Season.

Tbe soclnl featuros of tho Wednes-
day Club concert last night wore un-

usually brllllant, OrcUestra boxea nnd
batcony acats were aliko flllcd W.'h
clegnntly nttlred wohien, who, with
tii,*ir ntteiulnnts, constttutca a largo
.ind fiishtunablo ntullence*. A«non«f tho
box oecupailts woro MUs l.milso Mo-
Ailuins, Miss Loulse Purcell, Mr. W. C.
Nolnnd, Miss Helon Stevens, Mr. Ceorg*
W. Stevens, Mrs, Mary Adams, Dr.
Uawrenc'e T, Prlco, Dr. J. A. Whlte,
l rofessor Relnhnrdt, Mr. and .Mrs, W-
S. V, Mayo, Mr. und Mrs. Stewart
lliimn, Mr. and Mrs, John IC Branch,
Mva. l.evln Joynes. Miss Mnry Travor*
Dr. nn.l Mrs. J. Alliaon llodgea, MUl
UiU'ri-J^ Mrs, ArcMa futterson, Mr. ma\


